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I, Sargon was one of the first rulers in the world to use local, indirect rule within an 
empire. In every region he conquered, he appointed a local leader to run each region which had 
multiple positive outcomes for him. It gave the people in that area a familiar face to look up to 
which built morale everywhere and made them less likely to revolt, while also ensuring there 
were no uprisings from the elites by giving them some power and protection in exchange for 
taxes. However, if a certain governor was getting too powerful or whenever he conquered a new 
area, he would relocate the official to somewhere far away where they were much less powerful 
and therefore threatening to the throne. 

The author of the source describes Sargon’s military victories as “evil” and directly 
causing the ensuing famine and destabilization of his empire. While impressive, many of his 
campaigns were either unjust or unfair, and continuing with them allegedly incurred the wrath of 
Marduck. Perhaps not all of the attacks were unfair, as the writer notes that many lands actually 
revolted against him first when he was perceived as old, making an attack more reasonable. All 
things considered, the author sees Sargon’s reign as exceedingly impressive if a bit morally 
wrong at times. 

Il. On page 5, after mentioning his extensive list of titles and accomplishments but 
before he goes into his even more extensive code of laws, Hammurabi briefly mentions that, 
“When Marduk sent me to rule over men, to give the protection of right to the land, I did right 
and righteousness in. . ., and brought about the well-being of the oppressed.” This is to say that 


he institutes his Code in order to guide his people and maintain justice throughout his empire. He 
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felt that it was his duty as ruler to both shepherd his subjects towards what was just while also 
severely punishing those who engaged in acts that he perceived as morally wrong. 

It appears that the vast majority of the laws state that if one party is in fact guilty, that 
person will be put to death swiftly. Many of the early codes end with “then he shall be put to 
death”, but also if one tries to steal property from a house that is on fire, that person is thrown 
into that fire. There is also mention of people being impaled, burned, drowned, and sold into 
slavery for reasons both in and out of their control. Recurring themes throughout the 
punishments are the ideas of lex talionis, having children, dowries, property, farming, and trade. 
Many of the penalties do seem to be excessive, primarily in terms of showing no regard for 
aggravating or mitigating circumstances, but at least they are generally consistent. 

Law 25. “Tf fire break out in a house, and someone who comes to put it out cast his eye 
upon the property of the owner of the house, and take the property of the master of the house, he 
shall be thrown into that self-same fire.” This law struck me as especially harsh because while 
the act is morally wrong and illegal, it seems as though the accused was at least trying to help put 
the fire out. On account of this, I feel the person should at worst be thrown into the water that 
they are given a chance to demonstrate their innocence by floating. 

II. | The main focus of the first portion of the poem was on the “hero” and his 
revenge, and it centered around the idea that, “whatever had been destroyed in Sumer, he 
destroyed it in the foreign land”. His plan of attack on the “foreign land” was complete 
annihilation on every level. He took all of its resources, crippled the future crops, and humbled it 
to the point, “he made the god of its city withdraw from it.” From all this, it can be seen that the 
single biggest factor in the campaign was the thirst for vengeance and to make the enemy feel the 


pain it incurred on Sumer. 
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In addition to military knowledge, Sulgi also claims to be and accomplished writer and 
mathematician, as well as being wise and courageous. He states, “of the nobility, no one was able 
to write a tablet like me” and that he “completed all (their courses)” in math. As the foreword 
notes, he is clearly not a man of modesty. Also, he mentions that he was given wisdom from the 
gods and that when a vicious storm approached him, he “feared not, nor was I terrified. Like a 
fierce lion I gnashed my teeth.” These demonstrate Sulgi’s numerous other talents that 
supplement his greatness as a military leader. 

He talks almost exclusively about himself, his abilities and the things that he has been 
through, implying that the Sumerians must be convinced of all facets of a ruler’s identity. 
Perhaps he discusses himself so much as a way to try and prove that he is worthy of the respect 
given to him, not just be his own people but also his enemies. He also brings up the gods 
multiple times, as he was “endowed...generously with wisdom and intelligence” by Nanibgal 
and Nisaba and plans to have his songs sung at new festivals in honor of Enlil and Ninlil. This 
lends credibility to the idea that the gods played a huge role in Sumerian society and a ruler must 


appease them and appear to be chosen by them in order to be seen as worthy by the people. 
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